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is Dietrich, War-ford of Bra- 
fant, 
Chat on his death-bed Sfes: 
Bat ere the Voice of power Was stifled 
And closed the eagle eyes, 


‘© Friedrich, Coant of Celramand, 
My kinsman true’, saith he, 
Chree things of price I had from God; 
Now deaf thou With these three 
As thou shalt hope in the Day of Days 
Thy God shall deal With thee”. 
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e spake, and died, and Cel?ra- o 
mund &e) \ 

Was Warden of fhe land, ’ 
And the other jewels tWain, that Death | 
Had given into his hand. | | 


<< 


nd one Was Elsa, the White 
i maid, 
7 Che dead Duke’s daughter she- 


fl) 
V7 Chat played heside her Knee, 
Whom Telpamand for his fiege-lord 
Mast serve in days to Be. 


, And Gottfried one, the little brother 
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\S P) ut Ortrad the Witch wife, 
\WY child of the Sea—kings, 
The Raughty, tke crafty, Celra- 
mund’s spouse, 
Never again to be Wife ofa vassal, 
Never to brook a new Queen in the 
castle, 
Sombrely Vows. 
Coansels of Helfshe takes, 
Many a black spell she makes— 
Dietrich,O Dietrich, Woe to thine 
Floase] 


io 


« 


PSS 
Y) 
“; Ly 

| 


DY 
ee 


C 


ree ies en ARRON Dh e 


t is the spring-time of the 
year 
And out of the West there comes 
A wind that ripples the reedy mere; 
And the bird in the Wild-wood 
-carols clear, 
And the brown bee hams, 
And the heart is stirr’'d as of men 
that hear 
The rolling of distant drams. 
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Wy hen the Wild swans long for the 
A reedy lakes 
In the fair (and of Brabant, 
. And sailing, sailing from the Soath 
They seck their sammer aunt, 
And the air is load with Winnowing 
wings 
And cries reverberant. 


t is the spring-time of the 
year © 
And oat of the West there comes 
A wind that ripples the reedy mere; 
And the bird in the Wild-wood 
-carols clear, 
And the brown bee hams, 
And the heart is stirr’d as of nen 
that fear 
The rolling of distant drams. 
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= Y J hen the Wild swans long for the 
A reedy lakes 

In fhe fair land of Brabant, 
And sailing, sailing from the Soath 

They seck their sammer faant, 
And the air is load with Winnowing 

| wings 
And cries reverberant. 
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nto the Woods one morn of 
lay 

Co hear the small birds sing 

Che Princess Lisa takes her Way; 
And to fer gown doth cling 

Che little brother, blithe and gay. 

Wo dances down the woodland Way 
And shouts for joy of Spring. 
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jut Ortrad from Ker palace 

towep 

She mark'd the happy pair~ 

Se has flung her gold comh fo the 

groand 
And loos'd fer raven fair, 

=) She Aas flang her gold robe to the 
ground 

And stripped her body bare. 


ith fern—seed juice from head 
fo foot | 
She has stain’d fer fair body. 
Chen forth apon their track she goes, 
And never a soul might see 
What turned the sanny air so cold 
When she passed invisibly. 
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tsa, Elsa, Where have you 
hee 


= n 
©; Chat you faste as if in fear?” 
L% Of, I fave Been in the ofd cak-Wood 
Chat borders the reedy mere”. 
, / | 


___ Chat turns your cheek so pale?” 
Nought have I seen, nought Rave I seen, 
at farken to my tale! 


ly fittle brother Gottfried Went 
To play in the Woods With me; 

He hid Rim by a fliWering thorn 
And called in childish glee 


hat I sfoald find him never 
more ~ 
And so, With playfal pain, 
sought him fere, I sought him there, 
And meant to seek in Vain —- 
fas! and When I traly soaght 
I soaght fim stiflin vain!” 


SO 


hey have searched the wood” 
from end to end 
Bat nothing could they see 
Save here and again a fittle bird’ 
Chat flitted from tree to tree. 
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hey have called his name from 
side to side 
Pat nothing coald they hear 
Save the wild swans rastfing in 
the reeds 
Chat fringed the silver mere. 
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E-Ga, EGa,” Ortrad spake, 
‘So fair thou art to see, 
Che foaler is thy hidden heart 

With shame and treachery! 


pyle slain Rast thoa thy fittle 
brother 
Chal thou shoald’st reign alone, 
Or set thy secret paramour 
Cpon Dake Dietrich’s throne.’ 


hen Ceframund hade seize 
the maid, 

Chat she in bonds should fie 
Until the hour when she should stand 
Before the princes of the land, 

And clear her name, or die. 
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green hill moants from the 
river's edge 
here the Scheldt flows through the 
sighing sedge. 

On the hilltop stands one ofd Oak-tree 
And spreads its towering canopy; 
A sacred place from ancient days, 
‘When aff men deemed that in the 

maze 

Of marmaring (eaves and writhen 
boughs 


Ap old) earth-mighty God did house. 
Nor might, beneath that sacred shade, 
Or wrong be done or falsehood said. 
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n that fair mead beneath 
the Tree 

Chere stands KingHenry of Germany. 

And round him many a Saxon Lord 

Leans on his long two-handed sword. 

Grim war-dogs, they, that frowning 
stoodk 

A nd thought on many a field of blood, 

Where those brown many-dinted 
swords 

Had held at bay the Hunnish hordes, 

While in Brabant these nobles gay 

Who thronged the flowery mead today 


unted and hawked, and took 
small heed 
Of Christendom’s most bitter need. 
Chus, armed and angry in the land 
Stands now King Henry, to demand 
Why, of al Christian lands alone, 
No banner of Brabant had flown 
Against that sarge of fast and fate 
Where, at the empire’s eastern gate, 
Still master of the bloody sod 
CheGerman held the land for God 
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| wy n that fair mead beneath 

> the Tree 

Chere stands KingHenry of Germany. 

And reund him many a Saxon Lord 

Leans on his long two-handed sword. 

Grim war-dogs, they, that frowning 
stood 

A nd thought on many a field of blood, 

Where those brown many-dinted 
swords 

Had held at bay the Hannish hordes, 

While in Brabant these nobles gay 

Who thronged the flowery mead today 


unted and hawked, and took 
small heed 
Of Christendom’s most hitter need: 
Thus, armed and angry in the land 
Stands now King Henry, to demand 
Why, of all Christian lands alone, 
No banner of Brabant fad flown 
Against that surge of fast and fate 
Where, at the empire’s eastern gate, 
Still master of the bloody sod 
CheGerman field the fand for God 
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ake answer, Coant of Cel 
ramand,” 
Chanders King Henry then 
“Why fast thoa sham’d, thoa and 
thy folk, 
Che name of Christian men?” 


Spake Friedtich Coant of Ceftamand, 
“What tree shall yield thee fruit, 
When a secret thing, an evil thing, 

Is gnawing at the root © 
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n bonds doth Princess Elsa [ie 
For marder foully done 
Cpon fer brother, fer fittle brother, 
Dake Dietrich’s only son. 
Bat no confession will she make, 
And witness there was none. 


tind some woald hale fer to 
the stake, 

And some would’speak her free - — 
And fear me at each other's throats 

Ere long our swords shall be~ 
Che swords which thou woald’st Rave 

as draw 
For honoar and Christe ntie’’ 


he King, he sits beneath 
the Oak 
And high above his head’ 
Che Shield of Jastice he hath nail'd~ 
“Bring forth the Maid} he said: 


_ Chen forth the white maid Elsa came. 
With the spearson either hand, 
And sternly to her spake the King, 


Princess of the (and, 


By penitence shall blackest gailt 
Be turned'as white as snow— 
Chen standing in this holy place, 
Speak as thou stood’st before God’s 
face, 
If thoa fave sinned or no.’ 
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LEA silence felon the armed 


ca OTe {Prong, 
And’silent stood the Maid, 
Nor (b0kKed she in King Henry’s eyes, 
Bat gaz’d apon the sammer skies, 
Smiling and unafraid: 
But rapt and tender grew fer (60k . 


——— 


nd then aload spake she - 
NO King, a champion waits 
the hoar 
To take my part with godlike power, 
And my Deliverer be. 


‘Tn dteams I saw fim: silver-bright 
His jewel!a’ armour shone. 

His sword was as a beam of fight, 
His crest a silver swan. 


‘He is myLord, fe is my King. 
And his tifdeath am I. 

Come, Victor, Lord, the hour is near- 
Of hear thy poor maid's cry!” 
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fen spake the Lord of Cel 
settee ramund 
Her brother she hath sfain, 
And this wil [ With sword’ in hand 
Against the World maintain. 


I fling my gage apon the groand~ 
fow, tramp, and let us see 
If shame shall prick her paramour 
Co dare the fists With me?” 
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o once the silver trampet 
blew ~ 


Bas 

And all the throng was still. 

Bat throagh the sedge the river sighed’ 
Chal flowd beneath the ill. 


And twice the sifver trampet blew- 
And each man seem’d to fear 
Che wild notes of a fairy horn 
Make answer faint and clear. 


pe 
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1, |B| nd thrice, of thrice the trampel 
— blew ~ 
And then the silence broke, 
And a shoat Went up from the fis- 
tening crowd 
Around the ancient Oak. 


for a fair and Wondtous thing 
they saw 
Come down the sanfit stream~ 
And first far~off and indistinct 
It shone, a silver gleam. 


nd then they saw a snowWhite 
swan 
Come drawing down the tide 
A little boat of pearly sheen, 
Anda stately Knight that sat therein, 
And seem’d its coarse to gaide. 


He stepson shore~he mounts the fill~ 
And to the Oak fas Won- 
Che sunlight on his silver mail 


Flames back, another san. 
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Stranger; spake the Wondering 

- King 

And art thoa come to fight 

for Princess Elga and fer caase? 
CRenGod defend the right! 


And if thoa conquer, thine she is, 

And thoa Dake Dietrich’s heir ~ 
But first thy name and noble race 
— *Cis meet that thoa declare.’ 
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King? made answer the strange 
Knight, 
“Of noble blood am I. 
My father rales in a golden land 
Beneath a fairer sky. 


“Bat if this pare and guiltless Maid 
Will choose me to be fers, 

Here shal I reign antil I die, 

And thee in fonoar and fealty 
Will follow fo the wars. 


et Know that in that land of 
mine 
Where fer cry pierced to me 
Are laws thoa may’st not comprehend, 
And things of mystery. 


“To one alone may I declare 
y name and Whence I come ~ 
Chis secret if my bride shall seeR 
When I have borne her home 


t must Be told! Yet in that 
| hoar 
We part for evermore~ 
A vast, resistless, mystic power 
Shall hale me from my bridal bower 
And to my land restore. 
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fsa, Wilt thoa be faithfal then? 
Is it enoagh for thee 

‘Co Know that in thine evil day 

I heard thy cry from far away, 
And came to set thee free?” 


“Saviour and Lord’ cried Elsa then 
“ What reck I of thy race? 
Hide as thou wilt, te as thoa Wilt, 
Che mystery of thy grace!” 
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he trumpets sound, the fists 
—— > are Sel, 
And ‘neath King Henry's throne 
Coant Friedrich and the stranger 
Knight 
Meet face to face, alone. 


Che bright blades Wave, the bright 
sparks fly, 
Che champions tramp and reef, 
And shrill and deadly rings the cry 
Of steel on smitten steel. 
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| at soon to earth is Friediich 
harld—- 
Unhelm'd and pale fhe Ges~ 
King Henry starts up in his place: 
“Now stay thy hand’, fe cries, 


“Victorioas Knight! Thy cause is won. 
Now mercy do thou grant, 

Who shalt tomorrow share a throne 
With Elsa of Brabant!” 


nd now breaks in the joyous 
crowd, 
And the lovers, pacing slow. 
‘Mid festa masic and glad cries 
Carn Rand in hand, to go 
To where above the towered gate 
Che townsfolk aff arow 
Leaned down towatch the pomp go by, 
A thoasand years ago. 
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eep falls the dark~the sammer 
night comes down 

Crailfing veils of dusky sweetness 

thro’ the town. 


One by one the stars appear, large 
and bright. 
One by one each latticed window 
veils its light. 


Quenched the lights and still the 
faughter; onfy yet 
from the Dake’s high palace windows, 


open set, 
Into the warm dask a yellow radi: 
ance poars, 
And like sarf the hundted~ throated 
! revel roars. 
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ow beneath the palace window, 
oe caninutaen in the shade 
Of a beetling—browed and serpent ~ 
wreathed arcade, 


Oatcast, shann'd. behold in fary 


and despair 
Ceframand and Ortrad, croaching 
there. 


Saith he: Where is all thy wisdom, 
woman? fere we fie! 
Elsa’s is the Bridal feast~ ours the 
midnight sky. 
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arderess [ maintain’d her, on 
thy word — 

Now my (ot is blasting shame, a 

broken sword.’ 


Ortrad hissed."The fiend hath help’d 
her. Bat the end 
Is not yet: fave faith a fittle, O my 
friend! 


From this thing of Faery if we wring 
his name 
Fis shall be the fall the fight, the 
bitter shame. 
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rom this thing of faery if ye 
chance We fae 

Bat a shred of skin, no more shall 

ye View 


A knight in flashing arms, so proad, 
so gay, 
Bat a wither'd carle, rReamy-eyed 
and grey. 
“Many a Knight is here that scarce at 
God's command 


Would brook a nameless stranger, 
raling in the fand. 


o! Stir thy friends against lhe 
hoar that bares the sword. 
Mine to workin Elsa’s bosom with a 
polson-word.” 


~In the gloom, there they plot, 
croaching low. 

Sammer stars across the night~sky 
sailing slow. 


Sammer sweetness, midnight fresh- 
ness, round them breathe~ 
SM the jealous, tortard hearts with 


rancour seethe. 


raumpets and drums~- Che maz 
sic peals, 
Che town is aff astir- 
Che townsfolk throng the market ~ 
place 
Co gaze on fy(sa’s Rappy face. 
And the King that walks with her. 
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on silfR and gold. 
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Whose pennon to the sammer air 
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Gleam 
And man 
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fhe merry minstrelsy goes on 
Coward the Minster door. 
Che priest there and the bridegroom 


wall; 
Chere shall Be said the words that 
mate — 
Cwo soals for evermore. 


Che bride she mounts the steps~ 
bat fo! 

What figare fell and black 
Between her and the door doth rise? 
What voice of doom is this that cries, 
Ags in a wail the masic dies 

“Back, Elsa, tarn thee back!” 


ae 


is Ortrad-Shall this deed 
be done”’ 

She cries, “this deed of shame, 
Chat the daughter of Brabant shoald 


wed 
A man withoat a name? 


Black sorcery hath ve in thrall 
Co work his wicked will 
Bat eyes there are he cannot blind, 
Voices he shall not still 


— 


(ack sorcery hath brought 
him here, 
And arm’d his evil Rand. 
What though fe prate of Kingly birth 
In some far- distant land! 


Beyond the pathway of the San 
Midway ’twixt Heaven and Hell 
Chere fies the realin, nor God’s nor 
man’s, 
Where such as he do dwell. 
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feirs are the toils (haf never end. 
Che anfalfild desire, 
Che love that leaves the flesh and 


soul 
Seard with its Kiss of fire. 


" Cheirs are the gold that tarns to dross 
Che dteams thal shan the day~ 

Splendoar of youth, the painted masK 
Of foulness and decay. 


id him declare Ris name and 
race, 
Chen, Eiga, shall thoa see 
What thing of horror waits the word 
Chat makes him one with thee!” 
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ale stands the maiden, pale 
the King, 
Nor fand nor foot can stir. 
Bat in theMinster gloom fer Knight, 
His silver armour gleaming bright, 
Looks steadfastly on her. 


"My Lord, my Knight’, she cries, 
come: 
And saddenty in wrath 
Che King hath seizd the dark 
witch- wife 
And hard fer from his path. 
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fen on into theCharch they 
swept ~ 
And the arched spaces dim 
Rang with an angel~war of sound 
As rose the marriage hymn. 


Criampfant o’er the Kneeling throng 
Che masic stormed and soared; 
It fif'd the quivering walls, and oat 
At the high door it poured. 


And from the listening crowd one 

prayer 
Rose with lbat mighty chant: 

“May God in mercy send His grace 
On &lsa of Brabant!” 
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weet summer day. . . oh, 
sweety close,” 
Chus A the maids, sang the 
oadis of | of the bower ~ 
Al thi sha "tbat ten . . Dow seck 


Birds droop "the wile Wing, In 
sleep folds the flower. 
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\e (things the bright dawn sent 

aI roaming afar 

Home tfarn when eve lights fer first 
silver star— 

Sheep to the fold come, the bee quits 
the clover, 

Child leans to mother, and fover to 

lover. 
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ome made for love. . . fragrant 
and meet 
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if 


ere to your bridé~chamber 

7 gaide we your feet. 

Bright things 5 day... proud 
farts and gay, 


Crials and triamphs and toils, 
be at rest. 
Here, Lord of = ... here, beaaty’s 
ar, 
Night makes you one~oh, may Love 
make you blest !”’ 


fone, alone in the Vaalled room 
——*=El where one lamp burnedin the 
fragrant gloom 
Breast to breast stood the wedded pair, 
While the golden strain that had led 


hem there 
Died softly down by the castle stair. 


Che bright hair of the maiden shone 
Unbound below fer foosen’d zone, 
And the Swan- knight's armout, 
disarrayed, 
A shining heap on a couch was (aid, 
And by it rested his battle- blade. 
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Love,’ fe said, “the dream 
was sweet 
Chat drew me to these silver feet ~ 
And stiff a dream it seems to me, 
Che call, the strife, the victory. 
And the joy that is and that is to be.” 


pake £:(sa: Far and far away, 
| hat vision thrild us in one day ? 
Beloved, by what hidden fore 


Knew'st thou my need, my angaish 
sore — 3 
Choa, on thy far, enchanted shore?” 


nough that I Knew”, the Swan~ 
Knight said, 

“Enoagh, that to guard this precioas 
head 

The arm was strong, the heart was 
fain~”’ 

Bat €Ga cried,“O bitter pain! 

What if they calf'thee hence again? 


Sup, 


HUAN 
ay 


fey-they~ I Know not who 
nor where. | 
Like a morning cloud in the fields 
of air 
Chou cam’st in splendour, and even so 
Shall the day F dist come when I see 


And fade from my ‘sight (ike the 
sunset glow?” 


ee ny be RA a SN RR AR el a NN EN NS 
A fA ORIOALR AE RE LEAL DET AE OLEAN NIE LOGE tc 


Ly, Rag 


f never, £Llsa; the Swan-knight 


= spake | 
Shall we be sundered, antil thoa 
break 


Che ban that fies on thee and me’— 


Bat£lsa cried,“oh, bitterly 
Have I raed the promise I gave to thee~ 


ever to Know my hashands name, 
As though the word were a 
badge of shame; 


Never to Know of what kin thou art, 
In the years gone by to Rave no part, 
Nor in one closed chamber within 
thy Reart !” 


ale, palé he stood for a moment 
there, 

In his eyes the dawn of a deadly fear: 

‘Elsa? Re cried, I charge thee stay, 

Or ever the word of doom thoa say, 

The fata( word that I mast obey!” 


at Elsa laugh’d, and half 

distraught 

Her fover to Ker Breast she caaght: 

“This shape of flesh I can make mine own, 
Yea, mine forever and mine alone, 
Bat the spirit roams in a worldanknown. 
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VY | fat Powers soe’er that dare 


I skal Know not my love as he Knows me, 

I brave and defy them!/Declare thy race, 

Thy noble name and thy dwelli ng place, 
And the issue be it in God’s good grace!” 
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He gaz’d upon fer in dam6 despair, 
When they heard the tramp of a 
farrying throng 
Chat stormed those echoing falls along 
Chat had echoed last to the bridalsong. 


l| shoat,a crash. and the carven 
door 
— y shivereit along the chamber floor, 
And there seis Celframand, sword 
n hand, 

And behind fim many a battle~ brand 
And the tossing plames of an armed 
band: 
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at swiftas a Rawk hath &lsa 
flown 
Co the couch Whereon the sword was 
thrown~ 
She hath thrast the fill to the hand 
of her Knight, — 
And the blade sang clear as it leaped” 
to fight, 
And the chamber rang with the roar 


of fight. 


nd gaards and knights came 
. trampling in 
Till the King’s voice thundered above 
the din, 
And the weapons sank at the word 


he said; 

Bat the brightest blade was bathed 
in red; 

And on the rashes the Coant lay dead. 
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hen silence fell for a little 
space, 
As they flang a cloak o'er the traitor’s 
face. 
And as they carried the dead awau, 
One dtew/a cartain, and col@andgrey 


Stole in the light of the breaking day. 
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fien the Swan-knight spake,and 
| his words they fell 

Like the far-off sound ofa minster bell: 
“O King, Chey cal(me ~by set of san 

far fence, far fence, mast I Be gone— 

Che troth is Broken, the dreamis done. 


{ the river’s edge, by the ancient 
Cree. 
Once more I bid you meet with me. 

Chere shallye learn Where my fand 


doth fie, 
A nd the name that’ neath this earthly 
sky 
No child of earth mast Know me hy.” 
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sa flower by the scythe—blade 
sundered 
So flsa sway'd her golden head, 
So drooped, so fell at her lover's feet, 
And a tide of oblivion, deep and sweet, 
Stilld the wordless cry and the wild 


heart— beat. 
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TN 
ne y he King sits by the ancient Cree, 
| The slow stream flows Beneath- 
A fight wind makes its ripples ran 
A twinkling in the noonday san 
Along the shining path. 


nd there are the lords of fair 
a| Brabant, 

And many a,Saxon lord, 
And ta by King Henry’s side- 
Bat pale and silent sits the bride 

And waits Rer fover’s word: 
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he Swan~ knight stands before — 
the King 
In sifver arms arrayd, | 
Long, long he gaz‘ on his lady's face 
Bat never a word fe said. 
He gazd far up the shining stream, 
And bowed his helmed head. 
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King”, he spake, “and nobles 
alr 
And his Voice was stern and slow 
“Cast night a traitor sought my (ife; 
I slew fim in the whirl of strife— 
Was this welf done or no?”’ 
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rey | s ona Windless sammer night 
LS BA fille breeze may swell 
And whisper throagh the leafy wood, 
So through the throng that listening 
stood, 
Che whisper ran:“’OQwas well” 


gain fe spake: Ye aff have 
heard | 
Che ban that on me lay: 
Flow, if I tol my name and race 
No longer I might stay; 
And if my bride things should 


as , 
| I might not say her nay. © 
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\\ (sa, and did’st thou seek of me | 


4X 
SS) These hidden things to Know?” — 
And Elsa spake."I sought the trath, 
I sought it to my woe’~ 
And then the trembling voice rang 
clear, 


A nd the pale cheek gan to glow~ 
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TUS 
ANN i 
=) | be the trath, and stil I seek, 
= |With open eyes and free | 
That saffer not this blinding ban, 
Chese bonds of wizardry; 
Yea, afV'in aff or not at aff 
My lover mine shall be.” 
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KS post maid? the Swan-knight said 
=| Che thing thou speak’st Fonds | 
It yet shal ran (ike fire abroad 
Co quicken and to slay. 


A, ye, quick it is with the seeds of 
change | 
With blessing and with bane. 
Bat I deem a thoasand years shaffran 
Or ever beneath the open san 
Chy voice shall sound again. 
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ut when the sans of a thoasand 
ears 
Have wrought the work of Fate, 
Chen, then the blinded eyes shall see, 
Che fettered souls shaff then go free- 
And thoa and I shall mate. 
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= | ot yel~not yet; for falf in Beaven 
AS My father’s Ringddm fies; 


And none of his Knights with men 
may dwell 
And wear his own trae guise, 
Or, (ike the stars at break of day 
That Kingdom shouldl dissolve away, 
Lost in the ansearch'd skies. 
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ontsalvat is the name it bears, 

And there, by God’s decree, 

Che Lance that shed Christ's precious 
d, 


dod, 
And the Cup that caaght it asit flowd 
Are held in sanctaary. 
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ea nd servants of the Grail are we: 
A Sped by its flaming sign | 

On many a strange and glorious qaes 
To North and Soath, to Bast and West, 
Our names and whence we come an- 
gaess‘d, 
We work the will divine. 


A ow mark ye all the name bear, 


&\ And judge if I be worth 


To match in blood and pride of place 
Che lordiiest race on earth: 


‘A great King thron’d in Montsafvat 
Gaards alV its precious store~ 

His name, far~6lown on winds of song 
from shore to anknown shore, 

Shall mingle with the dreams of men 
Til! men shall dream no more. 
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A) e is that Parsifal, by whom 
A= £Larth’s foftiest qaest was won. 


And I, who wroaght his bidding here, 
Am Lohengrin fis son. 
And now the tale is aff bat tol 
Che work is aff bat done. 


King, against the pagan fists 
I shall not ride with thee. 
Yet Know, thine own good sword, and’ 
fi ESE» 
By God’s invincible decrees 
Shall fave the mastery, 
And stablish Christendom in peace 
from the Ostmark to the sea. 


“forth then to war!And ye, my folk, 
O’er whom I raled’a day 

Seed of a King ye shal{ not miss 
Wren I fave passed away. 


fsa, thy brother is not dead~ 
} Changed by foul Ortrad’s spell 
Shelter he foand in Montsalat. 
Chere, blithe and tended well 
He waits bat the appointed term 
Once more with men to dwell’ 


He spake, and’neath his shadowd 
brows 
Che river~ face he scann’d; 
Anda shout went ap from the listening 
crowd’ 
Chat thronged about the strand. 
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x i) ora fair and wondrous thing 
aS they saw 

Come gliding down the stream— 
And first, far off and indistinct 

It shone, a silver gleam. 


And then they sawa snow-white swan 
Come drawing down the tide 
A little boat of pearly sheen, 
But none there was that sate therein, 
Or seem'd its course to gaide. 
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) ith raffling plames it took the land, 
=1_| Reside it need the Knight; 
And tenderly his Rand caressed 
The stately head that soaght his breast, 
And the snowy plumage bright. 


With marmar’d words that none 
might hear 
from the swan’s neck loos‘ he 
A twisted ring of the beaten golt~ 
And as fe leapa fo his feet, Behold! 
No swan was there fo see. 
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J ut in its place, a blooming boy 
a, Sprang ap, and swiftly sped 


Cill Elsa’s arms were roand him cast, 
NB Andon fis sister’s tender breast 
He hid his shining head. 


at pale, of, pale is £ Ba’s cheek 
And wide her straining gaze 
As ap the glittering flood’ afar 
She marks one moving silver star 
Melt in the dancing blaze. 
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hen al tarn homeward, with 


Caan their joy 
Cheir wonder and their fears; 
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nd alene once more the ancient 
Oak 
Its giant sAape uprears, | 
Chat saw the Celt, that saw the frank, 
Chat saw the Roman spears. 
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iN nce more it fooks on a grassy hill 
Chat bare and silent fies, 
And hears the wild swan calf its mate 
‘Across the empty skies, 
And the river sighing throagh the sedge 
Avs still today it sighs. 
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